orRM #105 


MEMORANDUM December 15, 1967 


Don Taxay called me today and, among other things, mentioned 
that Franklin was familiar with a method for making dies and that 
Becker used a method for making dies as follows: 

A thin electrotype shell is first made and then the back 
of the electrotype was plated with nickel or other hard material 
so as to make it into a hard matrix. This die*°is then pressed into 
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Don Taxay called me today and, among other things, mentioned 
that Franklin was familiar with a method for making dies and that 
Becker used a method for making dies as follows: 

A thin electrotype shell is first made and then the back 
of the electrotype was plated with nickel or other hard material 


so as to make it into a hard matrix. This die is then pressed into 
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Gly 27° 4978 


Mr. Eric P. Newnan 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Ste Loud, «M0. "63105 


Dear: Erie, 


I hope that this letter finds you well on the way to a nice recovery. 
Christie and I were in Europe for a month and just returned. 


I had a message from Dick Picker stating that lot two in the ANA sale 
catalog is identical, photograph-wise, to a specimen which you and he 
examined some time in the summer of 1977 and felt was a casting. Would 
you be agreeable to examining our coin if I sent it to you with return 
postage? Dick thinks that this may be the original from which the 
casting examined was taken - or perhaps this is the same piece. The 
coin appears to have good sonority and checks out with the specific 
gravity, but still there may be some problen. mn any event your exper- 
tise certainly would be much appreciated. Lé¢ét know. 







Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mbj 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 


Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





July 27, 1978 


Mr. John Hunter 

ANACS 

818 N. Cascade 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 


Dear John, 


Richard Picker telephoned me to say that lot number two in the current 
ANA sale is identical photograph-wise to a specimen which he has talked 
to you about on the telephone recently and which was examined by him 
some time in the summer of 1977. He does not know whether the specimen 
we have is a believed forgery or whether it is an original from which a 
believed forgery was taken. I have written to Eric P. Newman and have 
asked him to give me his thoughts. 


Just to clear the situation can you let me know who the person was who 
submitted the original coin to you for authentication? Or, perhaps you 
could confirm whether or not the identity is the same as our.consignor. 
The consignor of lot number two in our catalog is Mr. T.L.Rv® 110 Omaha 
Mall, Westroads, Omaha, NB 68114. For the moment I ask you to keep this 
in confidence. 


After you have read this information can you drop me a note or give me 
a call? 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mbj 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 


Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blivd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 
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Thank you for your telephone call. S per our conversation I am sending you 


fodayiauction lots-2, 6, 14, 16, and 78, insured for a nominal $20,000. 

ATS 118% Wook daapad Guat rritide - 
In view of the fact that you apparently have identical coins (so far as sur- 
face marks and other characteristics are concerned) and in view of the pos- 
sibility that certain of your coins, certain of our consigned coins, or 
perhaps both of our coins may be quite questionable, this letter authorizes 
you to forward the coins immediately following your examination to Mr. Eric 
P. Newman (address 6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63105) for his evaluation. 


Should the pieces prove to be forgeries they will, of course, be withdrawn 
from the American Numismatic Association convention sale. Our organization 


will cooperate fully in any investigation in this regard. 


Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mbj 
Enc losures 





P.S. The same consignor also consigned lots 13, 62, and 75 which I am sending 
for your examination just to complete the picture. 
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August 4, 1978 





SUBJECT: (1652) NE Shiliine 


This is a recapitulation of the events that have transpired in the past week 
or so with regard to several (1652) NE shillings. 


Several months ago we received a consignment from a midwest dealer, last initial 
R, consisting of a number of colonial coins. These were subsequently incor- 
porated into the 1978 American Numismatic Association auction catalog. Included 
were Lots 2,.6,: 13, 146, 16,627.75, and. 738. 


Lot 2 is a (1652) New England shilling, variety Noe 1-A described as being in 
Very Fine grade with surface irregularities. 


Approximately one week ago I received a call from Dick Picker who told me that* 
this coin conformed identically, as evidenced by photographs in his possession, 
with a coin he had evaluated in the summer of 1977 for the American Numismatic 
Association Certification Service. This evaluation was done in conjunction with 
Eric P. Newman. Both Dick and Eric, after due deliberation, concluded that the 
piece evaluated last summer was a very clever forgery. 


A day or two after Dick Picker's call I received a call from Bill Anton stating 
that he possessed a coin which conformed precisely to the photograph of Lot 2 
in our catalog! Upon questioning it turns out that the coin was purchased as 
genuine from a west coast seller with the last initial P. 


A telephone call to John Hunter of ANACS revealed that the coin considered to 
be a forgery by Dick Picker and Eric P. Newman and evaluated through the ANACS 
was sent by a gentleman with the iast initial otf P, not an ANA member, who 
lived on the west coast. At this point there was an indication that the same 
person who submitted a coin to ANACS submitted the same or a similar coin, at 
least one with the same surface characteristics, to Bill Anton as genuine. 


Today, August 4th, Alan V. Weinberg, a long time California collector of 
colonials, came to my office and brought with him a (1652) NE shilling which 
bore the same surface indentations and irregularities as Lot 2 of the ANA sale 
and presunably the same as those exhibited by the ANACS and Anton coins (the 
latter two may be the same coin). 


; ' 2 oie y 3 
So, at this point we know of at least three, possib/y four ins which have the 
same surface nicks, marks, and other irregularities! The implication is, of 
course, that no more than one of these coins can be authentic. 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 


wide 


Concerning the provenances of the pieces, the ANACS and Anton specimens, which 
may be just one coin or may be two separate coins (I have not seen the photo- 
graphs or coins themselves at this point), can be traced to a California seller 
with the last initial of P. The coin in our ANA sale was obtained from a mid- 
western dealer who upon being telephoned said that he obtained it from a 

seller, last initial F, who "obtained it from an Estate in Valentine, Nebraska." 
Alan Weinberg's coin was purchased by him from a well known California dealer 
who in turn reportedly acquired it from a well known Texas dealer who in turn 
reportedly purchased it at a London auction. 


While activity at this point has centered around the (1652) New England shilling, 
Bill Anton reports that from the same California seller, "P", he also obtained 

a 1/92 Washington cent precisely identical in its surface characteristics to 

Lot number 78 of the ANA sale! Other pieces in his possession may also be 
Ssimiiar to other ANA lots, in his opinion. 


As a precaution we have withdrawn from the sale all of the lots consigned by our 
midwestern dealer. Undoubtedly more information will come to light in the next 
several weeks, but while events are fresh in my mind I thought it best to drop 
this memo to those of you who have been involved to this point. Also I am 
sending information to Eric Newman who was involved in the earlier evaluation of 
the ANACS coin but who this week was not home in St. Louis so could not be con- 
tacted. 


Sincer : 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mb j 


cet GRichard Picker 
Bill Anton 
Alan Weinberg 
John Hunter 
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August 7, 1978 


Mr. John Hunter 

ANACS 

818 N.Cascade 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 


Dear John, 


Pursuant CO. OUL conversation, T-am enclosing lots 2, 8, 13,24, 16, 62,-75, 
and 78 from the 1978 American Numismatic Association sale. At least two of 
these (lots 2 and 78) are subject to strong question, as you know, and another 
one (lot 16) is certainly deserving of close attention as well. As this 

group of coins represents the entire consignment of midwestern dealer "R" 

I consider it desirable for you and Eric P. Newman to see all of them lest 
some of the others lend additional clues. On the other hand, if some of the 
others have an unequivocal clean bill of health, please bring them with you 

to the ANA convention and give them to me on PNG Day so that they can be in- 
corporated in the sale. 


Please keep me posted as to your thoughts. 


Bes shes, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mbj 
Enclosures 
cc: Eric P. Newman 
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Established 1953 


Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
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CONFIDENTIAL August 9, 1978 


Mr. John Hunter 

ANACS 

818 N. Cascade 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 


Dear John, 


Mr. Ruben, our consignor of the ANA lots, told me that they were consigned 
by Mr. Joe Ferris of Valentine, Nebraska. His telephone number is (402) 
376-1440. According to Mr. Ruben, Mr. Ferris is the owner of the Niobara 
(not sure about spelling) Hotel in that town and also his father is a direc- 
tor of the Valentine Bank. 


When I talked to Mr. Ferris on the /th of August, shortly following his 
telephone call to you, Mr. Ferris told me that he was the owner of the coins. 
I told him that I had a signed auction agreement from Mr. Ruben in which 

Mr. Ruben stated he had clear title to the coins and also the coins were 
genuine. 


I told Mr. Ferris that certain of the coins were suspicious and asked his 
cooperation concerning the investigation you are mounting. I said this 
would be of benefit to all collectors and others. Further, I said that title 
could not pass if the coins were genuine and he'd purchased them, and he said 
something to the effect that he knows what they are and would not be out any 
money nor did he acquire them under any misrepresentation. 


I am writing this to you just so that the facts are fresh in my mind as they 
occurred. This letter is being dictated at 4:15 on August 7th, a few minutes 
after my conversation with Mr. Ferris and then with you. 

Best wishes, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mbj 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
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August 10, 1978 


Mr. Richard Picker 
Pots DOS, 125 
ALbertson, NY. £2507 


Dear Dick, 


Thank you for your enclosures. I have photocopied them and am returning 
the originals (which themselves are photocopies) herewith. 


I talked with Eric about the suspected pieces and he said that he would 
like to have the opportunity to study them at home where he has his photo- 
graphs, notes, and the like. In the meantime I have forwarded the coins 
to John Hunter of ANACS who as an independent authority can then send them 
along to Eric. 


I feel that this situation may be the tip of an iceberg, so to speak, and 
I would like to have the ANA (or some other authority) to pursue it to a 
logical conclusion. Just to return the coins to their former owners and 
have the money refunded to the purchasers is not enough, for that does not 
get to the source. Obviously these pieces, if they are indeed forgeries 
(and I am being cautious with my wording here -— for at the least they are 
highly suspicious), are of such a level of deception that virtually anyone 
can be fooled by them. Who knows what other cuins, pieces which might be 
of lower value and thus subject to less careful! scrutiry, might be of the 
same fabric? 


{ Very much appreciate your help>.Dick.. Jain Hunter-will be the clearine-— 
house for what.1i1s happening,~so 25ll senda ceony of this letter to him as 
well as to Eric. 


A/A_ 
0. David wwers 
QDB/mb4 
Enclosures 
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August 11, 1978 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St.) Lowie, sMO:.. 63105 


Dear Eric, 
Thanks for the interesting legal notice from 1858! 


By now you have probably heard from John Hunter with regard to the coins I 
sent him. The entire situation seems to have interesting implications - 
widespread distribution of important and expensive coins, probably by a 
central authority or person. While I realize that some good can be accom- 
plished by just having any injured parties receive their money back, if 
possible I would like to pursue this to as close to the source as we can - 
for the situation is too dangerous to just pass by. 


I really enjoyed seeing the old illustrations from Leslie's when I visited 
you last. This has inspired me to seek out some of these 19th century 
publications myself. I do have quite a few popular magazines from the turn 
of the century, but little with numismatic i 





I look forward to seeing you in Houston. 


Best 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mb}j 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 


P.O. BOX 123 
‘ iL e fp. [ ALBERTSON, N. Y. 11507 
wcnar tcKer AREA Cope 516 * 621-0763 
SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S. AND COLONIAL COINS AND CURRENCY 
8/18/78 


Leaving in the AM for Houston. Don't know whether or not I'll see you & 
even if so, we probably won't remember to discuss these things. I hadn't 
noticed the missing period, and the new R & S, on the 9/26/78 $5. When I noticed 
the slippage, it didn't occur to me to look for other things. Will check ovhers that 
I may have upon return. The new R looks larger - - or is the A too small? The 
Rittenhouse that I have was from the auction a few years ago. I gather that the EPMA 
illustration is the Boyd specimen. I understand that Anton sent his XII to ANACS. 
Alan Weinberg also has one that Dave thinks may be genuine, but I doubt it without 
having seen it. I think that when we find the genuine, the upper left leg of the 
X will have the same die imperfection as others of that die (genuines), and I think 

hat it was repaired in the mold. If Anton shows us a bill of sale, we'll know how 
he bought it. I had a Pine Noe 10 from ANACS 7/17/78 # E-3965-B @ 61.4 grains, which 
I thought was a cast counterfeit. That was about the time you were in the hospital, 
or just out, and I think that I told that to Hunter, and suggested that you should 
see it while you were home recuperating. I still a haven't finished going through 
EPMA2 for notes, but will do so as soon after ANA as possible. I'11 have to because 
the book with some notes is on my desk, and I won't put it away until I'm done. It 
hinders my work, so when the hindrance gets too much to cope with, fi) eve “te ado. 20. 





Looking forward to seeing you in Houston if you can make it: 


Kindest regards, 
pintere iy; 






tl 


xs 
WASHINGTON aoe UNIVERSITY 
CET 


ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63130 


DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 


August 30, 1978 
Mr, Eric P, Newman 
6450 Cecil 
Clayton, Mo, 63105 


Dear Eric, 

This is my report on the specific gravities that I determined yesterday on 
the 11 pieces listed, These were all run in water, but each density is corrected for 
the denisty of water at the temperature of the bath during the determination, The 0,02 
grams per cubic centimeter probable error given results from the stendard deviation for 
each weight, anc the propagation of these weighing errors, At least triplicate weighings 
were made, 


Coin weight given specific gravity weight. . specific gravity 
_given determined determined 
* a Bs rOand 
1, Branigan 0016, 1723 4.7282 g, 10, 419074 4.72824 & 10.88 7.0.02 
Woods (Hibernia) 0,00010 ¢g, 
silver farthing 
75:0 F is 
2. EPN 1725 Woods (Hibernia) 74 grains» 10.6 4.77628 10,25 £0,02 
silver farthing 4.8 2. O, C0008 g. 
5G) Page 
5, Branigan 0014, 1725 3.8282 g. 8,8533765 3.82785 5 8,91+ 0,02 
woods (Hibernia) farthing 0.00011 g. 
‘ on 552 Press 
4, EPN 1723 Woods (Hibernia) res _ 3 beso £ 8.77 * 0,08 
farthing 0.00005 g, 
| bf 3 Gracie 
5, Suspect pine tree 3.89 g. 12.78 5.97407 + 10,274 0,02 
shilling 0.00011 g. 
6, EPN pine tree shilling 7 grsine - 4, Sane” 10,337 0,02 
£,6 > Be 0. Ov O1LO Be 
: Beto tad 
7. Branigan 0008, 1722 3.2874 2, 8.9477408 5.2874 8,895 0,02 
Rose émericana $d (ia) 0.00005 g. 
L010 Gage 
8, EPN 1722 Rosa Americana pe = 3.88614 * 8,291 0.02 
9, Dranigan 0078, washing~ 10,6413 g. 8, 9482845 10, iad 8.92 t0.02 
ton born in Virginia 0,00012 g, 
Fa Ie ful Grate? Soe 
10, EPN Washington born in ~ ~ LO. $6416 8.76+0,02 
Virginia - 0, 00087 3. 
ae $2 6 Hairs . | 
ll. Bar cent 5.5585 g. 8.95557 5, d0072 8,95t 0.02 


O. C0020 < 4 


Fant 


—f— 


It can be seen that in most cases there is reasonable agreement between 
my numbers anc those of ANACS, The exception is the suspect pine tree shilling whose 
density is much closer to that of the comparison coin than was found by ANACS, 


ithe most significant finding was that Branigan 0008, the 172é Rosa Americana 
piece has the density 8.89 of pure copper, while the comparison piece has a density of 
only 6,<9,. In e paper by M, Lister, C.L.. Mason and F.C.. Thompson in Seaby's Coin and 
Medal Bulletin, August 1948, pp. 356-357 anelyses are given of two Rose ‘mericana 
pieces, One contained 53.0% copper and 46.8% zinc while the other conteined 56,1% 
copper and 42.9% zinc, The remainder was iron in both cases, These suthors concluded 
thet the alloy wes essentially a 55% copper,,45% zine simple brass, This would heve a 
density of ca, 8,51, in good egreement with the value found for your piece, It was 
also concluded that the original specification called for 47.5% zine and ca, 0.2% 
silver, which is quite different from the composition given by Craig, The Mint, p.. 378, 
5 parts silver to 75 of copper and 20 of zinc, 


Also of some interest is the observetion that the Branigan 0014 1723 
woods farthing end 0078 Washington born in Virginia pieces have specific gravities 


of 8,77 and 8,76 respectively. The significently lower densities of your pieces 
suggest the presence of impurities,,i.e. the use of an alloy,,or porosity of the 
metal, the latter being less likely. 


I hope that these results are of some help, 


{2 = 
wihCerely yours, 





Peter Gespar 
Professor of Chemistry 


Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
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September 13, 1978 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sc: Louis, =MO...63105 


Dear Eric, 


It was a real treat to have you visit. I hope you had a nice return trip - 
and enjoyed reading the book about dinosaurs! The next time your travels 
bring you to California it would be nice to see you again. Just let me know. 


Following up on your earlier letter, lots 12 and 13 from the ANA sale were 
consigned by two different consignors. Lot 13 is already in your possession 
and is one of the questioned coins from the Nebraska consignor. Lot 12 was 
consigned by a eastern minister and was sold to a Chicago buyer. If you 
still want to find out about lot 12 I would be happy to forward any letter 
you want to send me to the buyer and he can contact you directly. As a mat- 
ter of policy we usually do not reveal the name of either a buyer or con- 
signor unless, of course, it is necessary to a specific investigation. 
During our conversation you mentioned that coins other than those consigned 
by our Nebraska consignor might not be questionable to you —- so if you are 
not interested in lot 12 we'll forget it. Otherwise I'll proceed as indicated. 


I very much appreciate the photocopies you send of the illustrations from 
Leslie's. While the photocopies themselves are of excellent quality and while 
I can use them in a pinch, if I could see the originals I could have negatives 
made directly. Of interest would be the following: issue of 4/13/78, bottom of 
page 93; issue of 4/20/78, bottom of page 109; issue of 4/20/78, top of page 
109; issue of 4/13/78, top of page 93; issue of 11/27/75, bottom of page 193: 
and issue of 11/27/75, top of page 193. 


If you will send these along I'll take care of having them photographed and 
will have them back in your hands within a week or two. Or, if you feel that 
they are too fragile to send - which they might be - then let me know and I 
can make reductions from the photocopies I have on hand. 


Information concerning the coin appraisal will be sent to you under separate 
cover within the next couple of days. 


Regards also from John Murbach - he enjoyef wery much his conversations with you. 
f | 


Bes} isheg, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mb j 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 


P.O. BOX 123 
2 I, ul fp. f ALBERTSON, N. Y. 11507 
wcnar icKher AREA CopE 516 ° 621-0763 
SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S. AND COLONIAL COINS AND CURRENCY 


9/16/78 





Dear Eric: 


Thanks very much for your call. I appreciate being brought up-to-date. I was 

under the impression that Anton had several of the same coins as Bowers, not just the 
two. You might check with Dave, and find out what Anton told him in his original 

phone call. I saw an ad in c/w 9/20 offering a Wash., Born Va, which sounds suspiciousl 
like the same one, so I called, and it is being sent to me on approval. If we have 
‘another’ on our hands, I'll call you. I'll keep the enlargements until ANACS sends 

me 1X1. I've just written to Hunter requesting them. I'd also appreciate seeing 
copies of Anton's correspondence, check, bill etc. when you send me copies of your 
notes. lI certainly hope that you're able to examine Weinberg's coin. If there is 

any trouble in getting it, please let me know, and I'll get on him. In the forthcoming 
Kagin sale, he has several coins (Conn cents) that he says are from the Miller Coll. 

I dug out the Miller sale, and tried to make some comparisons, and found that the 
Miller sale cat is almost impossible to use, unless I'm missing something. Varieties 
are listed that do not exist, common ones that he should have had are not listed, etc. 
Was Elder just careless, or were revisions made after the sale? I'm still going to 
question Kagin on the use of the pedigree, but, if possible, I'd like to know what 

I'm talking about. The sale is in N.Y. (GENA oa 9/29-30. HELP. 


Kindest regards, a > 
pincerely; Ce ee 
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ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63180 


WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 





DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 
September 17, 1978 
Mr. Eric P, Newnan 
6450 Cecil 
Clayton, Mo,. 68105 


Dear Eric, 

Here are the weights and specific gravities of the four pieces that you 
placed. in my hands on September 15, The measurements were carried out exactly like 
those reported on August 50, 


apecific gravity weight. specific gravity 
Piece weight. given given determined. determined 
1. Branigan 0002 4,4968 g, 10.1612 4.49702 + 10.30+ 0,01 
New England. 0.00012 g.. 
shilling 
&. Paul Potter ~ ~ 4,53970+ 10,307 0,01 
New Englend 0.00015 g, 
shilling 
5, Paul Potter is | a 10,51412+ g,92+0,02 
Washing ton 0.00007 g. 
born in 
Virginia 
4,. CCAUS i id 18,56773 + 7.204 0,02 
Washington 0,0000€ g. 
piece 


The Branigan and Potter New England shillings have the same density, 
within experimental error, as do the Branigan and Potter Washington born in Virginia 
pieces, The similarity extends, es you pointed out, to rim end edge nicks and to 
abrasions in the fields, This immediately brands these pieces as false, I believe 
that they are cast, for the following reasons: 1, There are pits and rough areas on 
the edges of the Washington born in Virginia pieces that appear to be traces of the 
casting process— thet is they have the crystaline look. of cast metal,.¢@, The rims are 
very similar right out to the edge, In the case of the identicel edge bumps (that above 
A of GENERAL on the reverse of Washington born in Virginia and above XII on the New 
Englend shilling were cerefully examined at: 160x magnification) it is difficult to see 
how they could be so exactly reproduced by striking with dies, In my opinion, if dies 
were used, collars were employed as well, and this creates additional problems, it is 
interesting thet while identical, the edge marks on the obverse and reverse sides of 
the Potter NE shilling above the XII are in slightly dfferent relative positions from 
those on the Branigan piece, 

The density of the CCAUS piece, 7.20 is in good sgreement with the literature 
value for tin 7.30, I cannot tell from surface examination whether it. is cast or struck, 





Professor of Chemistry 


Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Bivd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





September 21, 1978 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St... Louis, MO .2 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you for your two letters to David dated September 15th and 18th. He 
is away on a trip and will return the first week in October. As soon as he 
returns to the office I will give your letters to him and he will take care 
of them right away. 


In the meantime if you have any questions please feel free to call me. 


Sincerely, 
CAN vw A 4A Kyo be QOL cbe Seer 
~ Fj LE 7 7 f Stk Ly 
Vv 


Mary Beth Johnson 
Secretary to Q. David Bowers 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 
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WASHINGTON [ite] UNIVERSITY 





ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63130 


DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 
September <9, 1978 


Mr, Eric P, Newman 
6450 Cecil 
Clayton, Mo, 63105 


Dear Eric, \ 


I have determined the weight and specific gravity of Leg 1722 Rose icana 
4a (4d) with DEI GRATIA inscription, It weighs 4,5555220,00004 grems ond its 
specific gravity is 8.27%0.01. This density is very close to that of your other 
1722 Rosa Americana piece that I reported on Aug, 50, and is exactly that expected 


for a 55% Cu-45% Zn simple brass, 


The two suspected 1723 Woods farthings with D.G, and with DEI GRATIA both look 
quite porous to mg and a flat spot on the edge of the D.G. piece near IUS of the 
obverse legend could be a sprue, 


The porous concave area on the edge of the suspect pine tree shilling could also 
be a sprue, It is a very good casting job, however,,if that is what it is. 


There is no evident porosity on the suspect 17<é Rosa oho sD(zd). It looks 
die struck to me, I agree that the mechined edge ig wrong, The doubling of the 
obverse legend is also rather unnatural, 





Peter Gaspar 
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Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blivd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





October 5, 1978 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. LoudaysMO> 63105 


Dear Eric, 


I just returned from a two week trip and found several letters from you - 
which I will attend to soon. I also found the package for which I thank 
you. 


You'll be hearing from me shortly - but in the meantime I thought it best 


to drop you a note to let you know that I am thinking of you and will be 
getting to the situation soon. 


Besf\ wi S, 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mbj 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 
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AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


Chartered by Congress 


VIRGIL HANCOCK 
GOVERNOR AND IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
BOX 936, BELLAIRE, TEXAS 77401 Octave: 7, * 18 





Good Morning, Eric - 


Between Dave Bowers and Leo Young I finally have the dope on 
California's most accomplished counterfeiter... 


Ron Peters of Oakland, CA 


Ron is one of two brothers who operate a machine shop in Oakland. 


Says Leo, Ron is a very accomplished tool and die maker or sinker. 
El Sefior Peters has made much "exotic equipment for dentists and 
doctors" in Northern California. Ron and brother have the most 
advanced equipment which, I gather, includes EDM (spark erosion). 


To make a counterfeit die would be "duck soup" for Ron Peters, I 
gather. 


So, Eric, so long as he doesn't dabble with coinage of The USA, 
Ron's home free. . . except for the Hobby Protection Act's basic 
requirement of COPY to be incused in letters 2mm vertically, all 
caps, with the word COPY at least 6mm in length, and to a minimum 
depth of 0.3mm. 


But, first, you'd have to locate a sale Ron Peters had made of faked 
"colonials" before the FTC would become involved. 


Incidentally, the FTC has accomplished much with the Hobby Protection 
Act, most of which doesn't hit Coin World et al. 


Back to Ron Peters, I know nobody who'd be able to set up a sale of 
a colonial piece to himself by Peters. So, Eric, have you an idea ? 


With my warm regards, as always, Eric, I still sign off, 


erely, 
a 


CC: Dave Bowers 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 12, 1978 


Mr. Virgil Hancock 
Box 936 
Bellaire, TX 77401 


Dear Virgil: 


Thanks so much for your information and input on the forgery 
problem. 


The ANA Code of Ethics is inconsistent with the By-laws of 
ANA. Neither is strong enough. I'm going to rewrite them and make it 
a violation knowingly to buy a forgery which is unmarked or knowingly 
offer one for sale or trade or knowingly giving one to a charity without 
disclosing it. Also, not reporting an ANACS forgery opinion to a buyer 
if the seller knows of the existence of an opinion. 


EDM is not the way the pieces I am working on are made. They 
are cast by a most advanced technique. Dave Bowers indicates he is not 
going to return them to the consignor. 

I don't use the word counterfeits for forgeries any more. 
Counterfeits, as I use it, are for circulation as money. Forgeries are 
to defraud collectors and investors. 


We have some clues to trace the origin of the Bowers pieces 
and will carry on. 7 


Thank you for your efficient and enthusiastic help. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newnan 


4jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 











AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


Chartered by Congress 





VIRGIL HANCOCK 
GOVERNOR AND IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT Satdy afternoon, 
BOX 936, BELLAIRE, TEXAS 77401 October 14, '78 


Good Afternoon, Eric - 
Yours of the 12th just tlew ins .« «for which thanks, Bric. 


Do you recall in Oklahoma City so many moons ago that you introduced me 
to your descriptive phrasing "circulating counterfeit" as distinct from the 
piece made to cheat the collector? 


Ever since then I've said "circulating counterfeit made to cheat the corner 
grocer" instead of the phrase "Contemporary counterfeit, " 


As you then said, "contemporary" could mean today... contemporary art 
» « » OF it could mean contemporary with the date on the faked coin. 


But, Eric, your choice of "forgery" versus "counterfeit" can have an undesired 
effect, a "softening" effect, Eric. 


You, as a writer, already know that there are "bad" words and there are "good" 
words generally considered synonyms .. . except that one word smells bad 
and the other leaves little bad cdor. 


When I'm trying to make something sound extremely ungood, I select a "bad" 
sounding word. 


"Forgery" appears to be a "soft" word, a "white collar" offense. 


"Fake" probably is the best, most "harsh" sounding word, a word witha "bad 
smell," Nobody likes a fake. "Counterfeit" is less but still a "harsh" word, 


In my now ll-years' fight to hold down construction of high-rise office buildings 
and townhouses in this predominantksingle-family residence town, I've had some 
success in hanging the nouns "exploiter" and "speculator" on the guys who 
nibble away at our zoning ordinance, while my opposition calls them by the 
"good" sounding word "developer." 


So, Eric, this is a long-winded letter to suggest you consider again re your 
sub-ing "forgery" for "fake" or "counterfeit. " 


For, what word Eric Newman puts into print,muchfsimas folks will adopt it! 


All the best, Eric, 
Siyicerely, 


Fa 


Forgery - Act of forging, fabricating, or producing falsely, esp. the crime 

of falsely and fraudulently a writing or instrument which, if genuine, would, 

or on its face might, be of some legal effect upon the rights of others, That which 
is forged, fabricated, or counterfeit. 


Fake - To work upon in some special way so as to impart as false character or 
appearance to; yo furbish or "doctor up" in order to deceive, to counterfeit, 
to simulate. A counterfeit or imitation presented as genuine with fraudulent, 

a fraud. 


Counterfeit - Made in imitation of something else with a view to defraud, hence, 
spurious. That which is made in imitation of something with a view to defraud. 


Eric, ask the man-on-the-street hpw he interprets "forgery"... and 
immediately he'll think of a forged signature on a check or on a last will 
and testament. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 17, 1978 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries. 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Dear Dave: 


3 Thank you very much for your appraisals in individual groups. 
I appreciate your prompt and thorough action in this regard. 


Alan Weinberg cooperated after I wrote him a letter justifying 
his position for not sending me the coin. I studied it, had it photo- 
graphed and measured. There is no doubt that in 1973 or late 1972 someone 
had posseaesion of the coin and made casts of it. The lump of dirt within 
the XII was then there and appeared on the forgeries. Weinberg removed 
the dirt when he bought the coin. I gave as the basis of my opinion in 
1977 that the forgery then submitted was a forgery based to a great extent 
on the unusual lump, having no idea how the lump originated. If anything 
is funny about this situation that certainly is. The dirty trick was 
foiled by dirt. 


I am sending you a copy of my opinion on the New England shilling. 
I will send you the other opinions in due course and if you need pictures 
I will be glad to furnish those also. 


I am writing up the matter for publication in The Numismatist. 
I feel it is proper to use the B & R name and i am emphasizing that you 
are the heroes because you withdrew all the pieces from the consignor 
and acted immediately the minute your suspicions were aroused. I will 
submit the draft to you for your suggestions. 

Now all of us will have to keep our eyes open to find the other 
coins from which the forgeries were made. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 


Encl . 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 24, 1978 


Mr. Virgil Hancock 
Box 936 
Bellaire, TX 77402 


Dear Virgil: 


Thank you for your letter discussing the opprobrium of words 
relating to fakes. I like the word forgery because art forgery is 
thoroughly used and relates to the same problem. I don't think the 
word forgery is soft. There is nothing wrong with using the word fake 
to cover both forgeries and counterfeits. 


I will be working on the Code of Ethics in due course and 
merely want to keep your thoughts stimulating what I am writing. You 
really keep a pergon on their toes and raise very, very provocative 
points. 


It might amuse you to know that in my opinion seven of the 
eight pieces withdrawn from the Bowers and Ruddy auction were forgeries, 
and the eighth piece was a restrike. If the restrike is a forgery, 
numismatics is finished. 


My very best to you. 
gl % 
Sincerely, 


mal 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


@ 
j ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6.450 Cecil Avenuc, St. Louis 5, Missourt 


October 24, 1978 


Mr. John Hunter 

ANACS 

818 North Cascade 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 


Re: EF-2245, EF-2246, EF-2247, 
EF-2248, EF-2249, EF-2250, 
EF-2251 and EF-2252 


Dear John: 


The work in connection with the above eight pieces you sent from 
the Bowers and Ruddy sale has been extensive and interesting. Peter 
Gaspar has undertaken many detailed measurements, and also studied the 
coins with us. 


William Anton, Jr. has been cooperative in sending his two 
forgeries to us. Alan Weinberg sent his original New England shilling 
to us. 


Richard Picker expects you to send the coins to him for his 
analysis. 


Our opinions are enclosed. Copies of these separate opinions 
have been sent to Bowers, Picker and in the case of EF-2245 to Weinberg. 
We are preparing an article for publication based upon this matter. 


We are returning herewith the eight coins. We hope we can 
find the originals of the other six pieces from which these forgeries were 
made, 


I urge you in every way to block the return of these coins to the 
owner. Bowers will cooperate I am sure. The owner should be asked all 
details about the source. 


The owner's relationship to the consignor I do not know, but 
I am told that the consignor signed a statement that the coins were 
genuine and owned by the consignor. Is the owner or the consignor an 
A.N.A. member or a member of any other numismatic organization? 


We hope we have been helpful. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 
REGISTERED MAIL 
A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY -AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





October 25, 1978 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO. . 63105 


Dear Eric? 


Thanks for your letter of October 17th and its numerous enclosures. The 
counterfeiting situation is really diabolical. It is frightening to consider 
that pieces are now being made which virtually defy detection. While land- 
mark pieces such as the New England shilling come in for close scrutiny, if 
the deception is spread among lower value coins there is no telling how many 
pieces will be able to be distributed without being detected. I believe this 
points up more than ever the need for some type of a serial reference, pre- 
ferably published separately (rather than as a series of articles in "The 
Numismatist") which the numismatists can refer to in order to combat such 
things. 


* ee 


f j 
Best/ wishes, 





QDB/mbj 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


Chartered by Congress 


VIRGIL HANCOCK 
GOVERNOR AND IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
BOX 936, BELLAIRE, TEXAS 77401 October 26, '78 





Good Afternoon, Eric - 


Eric, I promise ... "cross my heart"... I hereafter shall drop the 
subject of "forgery v. fake." 


We agree that a "counterfeit" is a "forgery" ... but could we agree that, 
to the coin collector in Peoria, a "forgery" is not exactly a counterfeit coin ? 


The only need I'd have for the Queen's English... or for Swahili, if I 
were in another continent. . . is to put across an idea. 


Illustrative, Eric, in the decade before World Wah II, two different technical 
authors separately had published a book on a certain optical problem and its 
solution. But neither book bestirred anyone to adopt their solution. 

Why ? 

Because their books were larded with 16-cylinder words which the lad in the 
optical labs . . . who'd have to do the tricky process in lens making... 
didn't understand the authors' explanations. 

Yet the need still existed. So, one day, I decided to steal the idea of the 
two earlier authors, and to word the instructions in plain Englsih... so 
plainly that even the high school graduate ‘with his sixth grade education 
could understand it. 


Result? The needed process went into daily use in Canada and The USA. 


My tome went into its third printing, and only last month I had a letter from 
the publisher asking about another printing. 


Eric, wanta ask five different men-on-the-street ... who'll never buy a 
Rembrandt, genuine nor forged ... "What is a forgery?" 


You'll find the enclosed clipping from the front page of today's Houston Post 
of interest. .. I hope. 


The defense rests ! 
All the best, Eric! 


Sincerely \ 


CM: 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 30, 1978 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
6922 Hollywood, Suite 600 

Los Angeles, CA 90210 

Dear Dave: 


Your October 25, 1978 letter is indicative of the calamity 
which is upon us. Let's talk about what to do. 


I am enclosing copies of Anton correspondence relative to 
Paul Potter. : 


To add to the problem ANACS has just sent us another forgery 
of the 1723 Woods D.G., identical in every detail to the one which was 
consigned to you. The envelope has the name California Coin & Stamp Shop, 
390 17th Street, Oakland, CA 94612, telephone 415-451-0700. 

Help! 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 
Encls. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





November 8, 1978 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Erie: 


Thank you for your letter of October 30th which was waiting for me when I 
returned from the Grand Central Convention in New York. 


I feel that the present coin forgery situation is the most dangerous I 

have ever seen. The fact that the weight of the coins cannot be differen- 
tiated from the original and that the appearance can be made to be ex- 
ceedingly deceiving is very frightening. I believe that for the moment our 
best bet is to be "undercover" and to assemble a photographic record of the 
forgeries. Then perhaps the person can be exposed and the situation brought 
to end by legal means. If not, it certainly will continue and branch out 
into other areas. Also, there is the possibility that he may become "smart" 
and select coins with little or no defects - perhaps in series other than 
the colonial field. These coins could be made in the form of forgeries and 
then afterwards tumbled, abraded, or otherwise treated so that each coin 
would appear different from the other. Right now the fact that the person 
apparently is not wise to the uniqueness of nicks, scratches, and dents 
seems to be our main defense. 


I'll send a copy of this letter to John Hunter at ANACS who undoubtedly is 
familiar with the situation as well. Perhaps we can have a "council" and 
see if we can come up with something. The value of all original coins is 
at stake, of course. 


a 


ae 
Let me know what other ideas you have. ) 
Be Ss 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mb j 
cc: John Hunter 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 
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Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Bivd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 





9 November 1978 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Enclosed please find a rather intriguing 1807 Quarter. I 

have sent the coin in the envelope provided by the consignor 
which pretty explains his position on the piece. I have also 
sent xerox copies of some of the pertinent information. 


The basic question is whether the 5% Gold is in the alloy or 
Plated. As I am sure you will agree, if the coin was struck 
in an alloy, it certainly qualifies as a pattern, since it is 

a normal die struck in an off metal. On the other hand, if the 
coin was plated in gold, it qualifies as a piece of jewelry, I 
Suppose. There is also an additional consideration. As I am 
Sure you noticed, it does have a rather intriguing reeding on 
the edges. My knowledge of coins indicates to me that this is 
the original reeding applied at the time of the striking, quite 
possibly from a closed collar. If that is true, it may very 
well be some sort of an experimental piece. 


To further confuse the issue, David totally diagrees with every- 
thing I have said above and thinks that it is quite simply a 
plated coin and of little or no numismatic significance. Would 
you please be kind enough to give me your thoughts on the coin. 
We would probably like to publish your letter of findings on 
this coin as part of its pedigree. The coin was submitted for 
our February, so we would appreciate you early reply. 


On the subject of the Ruben coin from ANA, I have talked to 
John Hunter and we will see what we can do about having the 
coins donated to ANACS. We are leery of incurring any legal 
expenses in so doing. I will let you know further as we go 
along. 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 


Newman 
Page Two 


I am attempting to contact you by telephone today. The ANA lot 
#25, which was consigned by Bill Murray was purchased by him 
from an old New England Bank. He declined to name it, since 
apparently he has an inside source for some old material that 
the Bank has been holding for many years. Whatever that means. 


Thank you again for you always welcome help. 


Sincerely, 


Robert Korver, Manager 
Auction Departmant ui 
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Judge hands dealer 
fine, imprisonment 


A Littleton, Mass., coin dealer was sentenced in Federal court, 
District of Massachusetts on Oct. 31, to one year in prison, first 
four months to be served, balance suspended, and a fine of 
$5,000, after he entered a plea of guilty to dealing in counterfeit 


and altered coins. 
U.S. Attorney Edward F. Harrington stated the sentence was. 


imposed on Thomas C. Caldwell, 26, of Groton, Mass., owner and - 


operator of Tom’s Coins in Littleton Mall, Littleton. 
Caldwell had entered a guilty plea to conspiracy to sell coun- 
terfeit coins and the possession of counterfeit and altered coins 
before U.S. District Judge Walter J. Skinner on Oct. 10. — 
Harrington said that based upon information that Caldwell 
was selling counterfeit coins, 
search warrant on Caldwell’s 
vered from the shop were 98 


according to the U.S. Attorney for the District of Massachusetts. 
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the U.S. Secret Service executed a 
coin shop on Feb. 28, 1978. Reco-| 


Gy 


o 
ah i 


BOR 


pou AND a Rey ty = Oe ey 


altered coins and 78 counterfeits, - 1 
€ 





Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 


November 16, 1978 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Lous; MO 63105 


Dear ‘Eric: 


I have read your article draft and only have a few minor suggestions. On 

page 4 I would like after the word "consignor" on the second line the following 
to be inserted: (a midwestern dealer). The reason for this is that someone 
might think that we consigned the pieces. On page 5, fifth paragraph, first 
sentence the word "forgeries" is rather repetitive. In the third sentence of 
that paragraph it should read: "to ANACS" and not "by ANACS.'" On page 7, the 
last word should be spelled "grace." 


Concerning the article itself, you may want to emphasize the dangerous aspect 
of these saying that even experts were quite confused by this situation (you 
yourself originally believed only three to be false, for example - and only 
later extended your thoughts to include others). I would recommend again that 
any readers possessing any especially rare colonial coins acquired in recent 
years may wish to submit them to ANACS for examination. By comparing pieces 
and their nicks, wear, and other handling characteristics, perhaps other speci- 
mens not presently known to us will be disclosed. A somewhat similar situation 
of dangerous forgeries has arisen among certain early United States silver coins, 
the 1795 half dime for example (you may already know about this; if not ANACS 
@an°fill. yeu in). 


Eric, the first paragraph of your article is very poignant. I believe that the 
sentence, "It tends to destroy the significance and the value of genuine pieces 
and to deflate enthusiasm for the science of numismatics." is one which is im- 
portant to every collector, dealer, and other person involved in numismatics. 
The entire numismatic field could literally evaporate if its structure were to 
be seriously undermined, and certainly the present situation is a very serious 
threat. 


If I can help in any way I am at your servi 





Q\Mavid Bowers 
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Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 
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American Numismatic Association 88th Anniversary Convention 
* Stouffer's Riverfront Towers » St. Louis, Missouri * July 20 ~ August 3, 1979s 


Commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair 


6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63105 


Dear Eric: 
I tried to reach you by phone a couple of times recently but was 
inable to connect. 


Jgohn and I wanted you to know how very much we enjoyed your 
article, i ape Numismatic Forgeries Are Upon Us" published in the 
April 1979 (pages 733-741) issue of The Numismatist. One of the nicest 
and most commendable things about it, Bric, was that it was presented 
in layman language so that even lowly I could understand it! John and 


L are very proud of you, Eric, and congratulate you on your unswerving 
devotion to Numismatics to which you contribute so much. We also con- 


egratulate Wat SReeLee for having you among its midst. 


I was pleased to read the publicity about the convention ®ducation- 


al Forum which you are moder ating. i know you will do your usual 
Super job and I am so happy that you are performing that function dur- 
ing my convention chairmanship. 


So that you might be informed in advance concern 
unismatist tour in which you are particin mating, as w 17 as overall 
mn convention activities, I am inclosing “work" copies of material 
sent by me to ANA Headquarters for publicity ourposes. tI never know 
what will come out of what I send, but something Should be in the 
May issue of The Numismatist as well as other numismatic press to whom 
ANA Eeadquarters is supposed to make releases. ; 


- the Young 


Oo bo 


J, 


You will note comments about your museum exhibit cases which T 


ah Ama ras i AGP & 7 - PY Adem Egos 
ice for my ah cebcaeh only. It is not to be a part of the news 
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* Bernice F. Stevenson, General Chairman * 19 Roclare Lane * St. Louis, MO 63131 ¢ 


Mr. Eric P. Newman - 18 April 1979 


On the reverse side of the tour release, I have written out a 
detailed time schedule for your general information. As mentioned 
thereon, if you would wish to accompany the group to Cahokia Mounds 
on Monday, 30 July, you would be a most welcome addition. I do 
appreciate your suggesting the Mounds and everyone to whom I have 
spoken about it thinks it a great idea. 


When we get around to planning the Hqspitality Room schedule 
for printing purposes, I'll be calling yo %Sheck out a time and 
title for your "China" presentation. We hope to make the Hospitality 
Room a truly effective part of the convention and your participating 
surely will enhance that objective. When I talk with you, we can 


~ 


discuss any equipment you might need so it can be ordered in advance. 


Eric -- thank you so much for everything. What would I do 
without you? 


Please give our best to Evelyn. ‘We would love to have her 
accompany one of the tours if she would be so inclined. If perchance 
she is, please ask her to give me a call. 

I understand you will soon be speaking at another MNS meeting. 


It goes without saying that if at all possible, John and I will be 
there. 


Cordially, 


Ge A ee 


incl. BERNICE F. STEVENSON 
YN General News Release Cy. (Mrs. John S.) 
Tour Fl Cy. General Chairman 
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American Numismatic Association 
818 N. Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 


Attn: ANACS = Eric P. Newman 


Dear Mr, Newman 


I am a collector of Early American Coins and I read with 
great interest the article about Superb Numismatic Forgeries 
in the April 1979 Publication of the ANA - The Numismatist, 


I was offered a group of coins in 1975 which were exactly 
like the group which was withdrawn from the ANA Convention. 


The man offering them said he had gotten them from his 
Grandfather's "Estate" and knew I liked old coins so would 
sell them to me at a "Bargain Price" — about $2000, 


I was immediately suspicious because of the price — and also | 
because of the extreme rarity of the NE Piece, To just be handed 
one in with a handful of other coins was not realistic. 





I looked the coins over carefully and was impressed with the 
quality ~ but I was sure they were phony. Your article mentioned 
the unnatural color and I noticed that on this group. 


It is my understanding that many sets of these coins were 
produced in the Oakland, California area, 


Since that experience I have been doubly careful about 

my purchases. I also think that the Certification Service 
is one of the best things offered by the ANA - keep up the 
good work, 


Sincerely 


a Cusri 


Bill Clark 
26913 Halifax Place 
Hayward, CA 9)5h2 
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American Numismatic Association 
818 N. Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 


Attn: ANACS = Eric P. Newman 


Dear Mr, Newman 


I am a collector of Early American Coins and I read with 
great interest the article about Superb Numismatic Forgeries 
in the April 1979 Publication of the ANA = The Numismatist, 


I was offered a group of coins in 1975 which were exactly 
like the group which was withdrawn from the ANA Convention. 


The man offering them said he had gotten them from his 
Grandfather's "Estate" and knew I liked old coins so would 
sell them to m at a “Bargain Price" - about $2000. 


I was immediately suspicious because of the price - and also 
because of the extreme rarity of the NE Piece. To just be handed 
one in with a handful of other coins was not realistic, 


I looked the coins over carefully and was impressed with the 
quality - but I was sure they were phony. Your article mentioned 
the unnatural color and I noticed that on this group. 


It is my understanding that many sets of these coins were 
produced in the Oakland, California area. 


Since that experience I have been doubly careful about 

my purchases, I also think that the Certification Service 
is one of the best things offered by the ANA - keep up the 
good work, 


Sincerely 


a CuaRic 


Bill Clark 
26913 Halifax Place \ 
Hayward, CA 95)2 





P.O. BOX 123 
Z I, “| &p. i ALBERTSON, N. Y. 11507 
wcnar icKer AREA CoDE 516 * 621-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S. AND COLONIAL COINS AND CURRENCY 





Dear Eric: 


Though it's academic now, I just borrowed and weighed 
ged canee Lhe ero 


pieces: The shilling has been plug S above the Read, and re- 
Py 2 i\-7y fa ao = ina} Py a a ont - e “y 
worked, weighs 595 grains, the VI @36 3/4 and the groat @ 237. These belong 


y | | 

to Gilbert suakgatie rg of N.J. The shilling was purchased ten or more years. ago 
rom Foxy Steinberg (no relation). The other two may have come from me, also 

a good pin apni ago, or from some sales about that time. I1 can check this 
out if you'd like the info. There is another hassle going on, this time iedgors 
Anton and Fritz eben It seems that Anton sold Weber (as genuine) one of thos 
Rosa - sds with the D:G: REX obv., which Weber thinks is ctf (I Haven't seen ne 
4. 


Weber is se coe it on to you. Anton says that Weber switched the coin and i 


isa ot same one that he sold. Weber swears that it's the same coin. We do 
know that debs on offered the shilling as genuine to a local dealer for $17,000. 
What we don't know is: Did Anton buy them as genuine for a fair price or as 


Q 
@ 


copies at a low price. I just spoke to John Ford, and he told me that Anton 

had the full set in his case, being offered for sale at one of the conventions 
last Spring. He didn't see thm because, like me, he never looks in Anton's case, 
and neither of us will have anything to do with him. I believe that Fritz did 
see them all, and only bought this one piece. The waters are getting deep, but 
maybe are beginning to clear up a bit. 


Kindest regards, 
mincerely, De = 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


May 7, 1979 


Mr. Bill Clark 
26913 Halifax Place 
Hayward, CA 94542 


Dear Mr. Clark: 


Thank you for your April 27, 1979 lettersconcerning my 
article on forgeries. I do appreciate the information you gave me 
and would like more. 


Do you know who the person was who offered you the pleces? 
How do you know that there are many sets of these pieces? How do you 
know the source is Oakland? 


If you would prefer for me to telephone you I will gladly do 
so, as the matter is still very meh alive. Some litigation involving 
the coins is pending as announced in Coin World. 


Please report to me whatever else you know as you seem to 
be very informed on this matter. 


meget e 
lao 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


May 7, 1979 


Mr. Bill Clark 
26913 Halifax Place 
Hayward, CA 94542 


Dear Mr. Clark: 


Thank you for your April 27, 1979 lettersconcerning my 
article on forgeries. I do appreciate the information you gave me 
and would like more. 


Do you know who the peraon was who offered you the pieces? 
How do you know that there are many sets of these pieces? How do you 
know the source is Oakland? 


If you would prefer for me to telephone you I will gladly do 
go, as the matter is still very mech alive. Some litigation involving 
the coins is pending as announced in Coin World. 


Please report to me whatever else you know as you seem to 
be very informed on this matter. 


Peo a - 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


__ ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


“08 YB as o"Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 9, 1979 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P. O. Box 123 
Albertson, NY 11507 


Dear Dick: 


Thank you for your May 4, 1979 letter with respect to the 
Anton matter. I am enclosing a copy of the comment on page 1002 of 
the May 19, 1979 Numismatist. This resulted from my complaint that 
the language I had used in my article had been changed by the editor 
in a manner which I felt did not exptaéim the situation properly. When 
the proof of the article was sent to me for review I telephoned asking 
for my language to be reinstated, but they told me it wae probably too 
late. The new language used by Neil Harris was never approved by me 
and was based upon a discussion he had with Bill Anton after realizing 
that he could not correct the text I had written, 


Today Neil Harris told me that John Hunter had changed my 
language before the draft of my article was sant to Neil Harris, 


You stated that Anton offered the New England shilling as 
genuine to a local dealer for $17,000 and I would like to know who that 
dealer was and wheather he will write the circumstances of the offer. 


Insofar as whether Anton paid a fair price for the New England 
shilling forgeries and the Washington President forgery, I have copies 
of his checks and, while they are shockingly high in amount,to me, they 
bear no relationship to the market value of genuine pieces. 


This situation is really getting complex as I have additional 
information on the group of forgeries involved. 


I will study the Weber piece when it arrives. 


Sincerely, 


posal 


yoy 


rat [ ee 
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Eric P, Newman 
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May 14, 1979 


Mr. & Mrs. John Stevenson 
19 Reclare Lane 
St. Louis, Missouri 63131 


Dear Bernice and John: 

In addition to thanking you orally, i want to thank you in 
writing for your comments on my recent article on forgery. I enjoy 
doing this type of work and hope it is of substantial benefit. 

Both of you contribute to numigmatics by administering the 
activities and the organizational matters which eaetélessential ina 


bringing people together and helping them appreciate the opportunities 
in the field, You always give an outstanding performance, 


My very best regards, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
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PRESIDENT 
ROBERT E. MEDLAR 


VICE-PRESIDENT 
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May 17, 3979 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Aven ue 
Ste Louis, Missuori 63105 


Dear Eric, 


Assume you saw the announcement in COIN WORLD about Murray Bioom 
as the SPMC speaker in Memphis. I've had correspondence with 

him, and he advises he was in tough with you on his earlier books. 
I hope you are planning to be there, as I think you will enjoy 
his presentation and visting with him. 


Enjoyed your article in the April NUMISMATIST on "forgeries". 
Recall that you were working up an article about Laban Heath. 
Did you ever get it finished? 


Hope to see you im Memphis. I plan to arrive on Thursday for 
the SPMC Board Meeting. 
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The Numismatist 


Official Publication of the 
American Numismatic Association 
PO Box 2366 Colorado Springs Colorado- S090/ 


N. NEIL HARRIS 
July 3, 1980 Editor 


PATRICIA A. BLACK 


Associate Editor 


EVELYN ROWLAND 


Mr. Eric P. Newman Advertising Coordinator 
6450 Cecil Ave. KRIS SPREHE 
St. veuts, MO-.63105 Editorial Assistant 


Dear, Eric: 


It is my pleasant duty as editor of THE NUMISMATIST to inform you that 
your article entitled "Superb Numismatic Forgeries Are Upon Us" 

has been selected as a major Heath Literary Award winner for articles 

published in the ANA's official journal during the 1979 calendar year. 


Official recognition of your award will be made at the annual ANA awards 
presentation meeting on Friday, August 22, 2:00 p.m., Room 211, Cin- 
cinnati Convention Center, during the ANA's 89th Anniversary Convention. 
(Please note: Literary awards are not presented at the convention's 
closing banquet.) 


We hope we can present your award to you personally on the above men- 
tioned occasion. Should you not plan to attend the convention, I 

would appreciate your informing me who might receive the award on your 
behalf. Otherwise, I will see that your award is mailed to you following 
the convention. 


Once again, congratulations on your award, and I hope that we will re- 
ceive another article submission from you in the near future. It would 
be most welcome. 


Sincerely, 
LL e TL 1 V4 
N. Neil Harris 


Editor 
THE NUMISMATIST 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 5, 1980 


Mr, Neil Harris 

American Numismatic Association 
P. 0. Box 2366 

Colorado Springs, CO 80901 


Dear Neil: 
Your kind letter of July 30, 1980, notifying me of a Heath 
Award is most appreciated. I may not be able to come to the convention 


and, if not, please give my Award to Ron Horstman, Joe Lasser or Ruth 
Hill, any of whom will get it to me. 


; > 
isk A LEAY 
The next time Tam sure we will have a lot to talk about. 


My kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY | 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63 105 


August 25, 1980 


American Numismatic Association _ 
818 North Cascade 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 


Gent lemen: 


Your check for a Heath Literary Award went to this organization 
and I personally am replacing the funds as I customarily do. Enclosed 
is my personal check for $100 which you may apply to any fund you wish. 


~ tate D 
Eric P, Newman 


~. 


jah 


Encl. 


Page 1 of 1 


Subj: RE: Comitia Americana Series 

Date: 12/11/2003 10:46:43 AM Central Standard Time 
From: abentley@masshist.org 

ikon EricNumis@aol.com 


How lovely to hear from you, Eric. 


As far as | know (not being the expert in the Adams/Bentley duo) the only way to determine 
unmarked early strikes is to compare them with known 18th c. strikes. The later restrikes are 
obvious because of their mint marks, but the early French restrikes are problematic, never 
having been marked. Let's not even mention the various US restrikes, all unmarked!!! 


John Adams is creating a follow up letter for all our positive contacts. I'll forward it by email to 
you, in the hopes that it will help you examine your pieces with a fresh eye. 


Meanwhile, happy holidays! 


Anne 


Anne E. Bentley 

Curator of Art/acting Registrar 
Massachusetts Historical Society 
1154 Boylston Street 

Boston, MA 02215-3695 

Tel. 617-646-0508 Fax 617-859-0074 
www.masshist.org 


This message has been scanned for viruses by Symantec Anti-Virus for SMTP gateways 


Thursday, December 11, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 


(d/o ME Gib Ones. 


ia retire hah 


obo bt | 
as ae 4 Heed be Apert aay 
(at | ted 
a ee! ei gee ; 
a. ke we A ee, Coal tA 


powell +/ ol ob 2 i oe 
i brane Ll oe ee lo aa cg 


LITIGATION INVOLVING THE COINS 


A petition for replevin was filed on January 15, 1979 in the District Court 
of Douglas County, Nebraska by Joe Ferris against Thomas L. Ruben doing business 
as Western Rare Coins & Stamps. 


The suit alleges that Ferris on or about April 28, 1978 entered into an 
agreement with Ruben for Ferris to sell Ruben for $21,000 eight coin replicas; 
that a $1,000 non refundable earnest money deposit was payable on the receipt 
of the coins with the balance of $20,000 payable on or before May 16, 1978 upon 
certification of the Replicas by the American Numismatic Association Certification 
Service (ANACS); and that Ruben would submit the coins to ANACS for certification 
within a reasonable time. 


The coins listed were described as: 


WE. “Sima dag sees. Ne, 

Rosa. Americana 1722 FDC 

Wooads Mibermiay w23 174 dp. GC. Ree we 
Woods Hibernia 1723 Wei Croatia ME 

Woods Silver Pattern. 1723 FRC 

Bem @ent 173. Ke 

Washington i783 Token Proof 

Washington Bem Virginia 2792 Medad Fine 


a 


Attached to the petition is a copy of the $1,000 check. a copy of a $20,000 
check postdated to May 16, 1978 and a receipt which reads as follows: 


WESTERN RARE COIN & STAMP 


110 Omaha Mall, Westroads 383-1080 
163 Midlands Mal!!l, C.B. lowa 328-8790 
Omaha, Nebrasks 66114 
DATE 4/28/78 


Joe Ferris 
Ft. Niobrara Hotel 
Valentine, Nebr. 


The following coins are received for certification: 


UNE Shibline 652 7 

Rosa Americana 1722 FDC 

Woods Hibernia 1723 %d DG Dei XF 

Woods Hibernia 1723 Dei Gratia XF 

Woods Silver Pattern 1723 FDC 

Bar Cent 1785 Xf 

Washington 1783 Token Proof 

Washington Born Virginia 1792 Medal Fine 


ee ee 


With ANACS papers we agree to pay at total of $21,000.00 for above listed items 
with $1,000.00 down and a balance of $20,000.00 due at that time. 


Rec'd by 
Thomas L. Ruben 


LITIGATION INVOLVING THE COINS 
A petition for replevin was filed on January 15, 1979 in the District Court 
of Douglas County, Nebraska by Joe Ferris against Thomas L. Ruben doing business 
as Western Rare Coins & Stamps. 


The suit alleges that Ferris on or about April 28, 1978 entered into an 
agreement with Ruben for Ferris to sell Ruben for $21,000 eight coin replicas; 
that a $1,000 non refundable earnest money deposit was payable on the receipt 
of the coins with the balance of $20,000 payable on or before May 16, 1978 upon 
certification of the Replicas by the American Numismatic Association Certification 
Service (ANACS); and that Ruben would submit the coins to ANACS for certification 
within a reasonable time. 


The coins listed were described as: 


N.E. Shilling 1652 xX. F. 

Rosa Americana ]722 FDC 

Woods Habernia 1723 1/4 d Dp. G. Rex xP 
Weods Hibernia 1723 Del Gratia XF 

Woods Silver Pattern 1723 FOC 

Bar Cent 1785 Ke 

Washington i783 Token Proof 

Washington Born Virginia 1792 Medal Fire 


ee ee 


Attached to the petition is a copy of the $1,000 check. a copy of a $20,000 
check postdated to May 16, 1978 and a receipt which reads as follows: 


WESTERN RARE COIN & STAMP 


110 Omaha Mall, Westroads 383- 1080 
163 Midlands Mal!l, C.B. lowa 328-8790 
Omaha, Nebrasks 68114 
DATE 4/28/78 


Joe Ferris 
Fe. Niobrara.Hotel 
Valentine, Nebr. 


The following coins are received for certification: 


ip. Shilling 1652 xX .F 

Rosa Americana 1722 FDC 

Woods Hibernia 1723 %d DG Dei XF 

Woods Hibernia 1723 Dei Gratia XF 

Woods Silver Pattern 1723 FDC 

Bar Cent 1785 XF 

Washington 1783 Token Proof 

Washington Born Virginia 1792 Medal Fine 


a 


With ANACS papers we agree to pay at total of $21,000.00 for above listed items 
with $1,000.00 down and a balance of $20,000.00 due at that time. 


Rec'd by 
Thomas L. Ruben 
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CERTIFICATION SERVICE 
818 N. Cascade 


Collcrado Sorings, Calo; ageds 
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Obverse of (1785) Bar Cont forg pee 


Showing casting weakness rb defeeT 
below A and Smooth & a ouTlines of 


depressions above A eG at by casting . 
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CREDIT TO: 


CERTIFICATION SERVICE 
918 N. Cascade 


Colorado Springs, Colo. 8090 * 
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Reverse of Bar Cea for a 
Showing Smooth Casting of 
Searatehes in Trovghs bdween 
bars. Scratches mpm Were probably 
Orv) origina | EES JENUINE coin : 
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Richard Duncan, 1978 president of the Red 
Rose Coin Club of Lancaster, Penna., proudly 
displays the club’s George Washington 
Honor Medal in Americana from the Free- 
doms Foundation at Valley Forge. 


thus providing attractive and lasting re- 
minders of the area’s participation in 
the development of the nation.’’ 
Richard Duncan, 1978 club president, 
accepted the award for the club, which 
joins a company of such notable award 
winners as Mamie Dowd Eisenhower, 
the late Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey, Bar- 
bara Jordan, Hon. Joseph Maxwell Cle- 
land, and Capt. Eugene B. McDaniel, 
USN. 

Approximately 800 awards were given 
in all, selected by an independent jury 
of supreme court justices and national 
officers of major national veteran, ser- 
vice and patriotic organizations. 


Galerie des Monnaies to Catalog 
Foreign Section of ANA Auction 


New England Rare Coin Auctions, 
auctioneer for this year’s ANA auction in 
St. Louis, announces that the foreign 
section of the ANA sale is being 
catalogued by Europe’s famous Galerie 
des Monnaies of Geneva, Ltd. The re- 
nowned Swiss gallery is highly experi- 
enced in cataloguing foreign coins, and 


was chosen by New England for the ANA 
cataloguing task after an extensive cor- 
respondence with major European coin 
houses. 

As a result of the outstanding quality 
and quantity of the foreign section, New 
England also announces that a separate 
catalog will be issued for the ANA sale’s 
foreign numismatic properties. The cost 
of the foreign section catalog will be $8 
for distribution in the U.S., and $10 for 
distribution overseas. Those wishing to 
reserve copies should contact New En- 
gland Rare Coin Auctions. 

The foreign section of the ANA auc- 
tion is now closed to further consign- — 
ments. However, limited openings still 
remain in ather numismatic categories, 
including rare U.S. and Canadian gold 
and silver. Persons wishing to consign 
their coins to the ANA sale should con- 
tact New England without delay. Write 
to: New England Rare Coin Auctions, 
P. O. Box 1776, Boston, MA 02105; or 
call New England’s toll-free ‘‘Auction 
Line’’ — 1-(800)-225-6794, extension 
#223. . 





Editor Clarifies Anton Collection 

As a point of clarification regarding Eric P. Newman’s perceptive report on 
several recent forgery discoveries (April, The Numismatist), the editor would 
like to further mention William Anton, Jr.’s vital role in bringing these forgeries 
to light. Mr. Anton’s outstanding collection of Colonial forgeries, struck copies 
and electrotypes is used for the sole purpose of detecting similar pieces when 
they appear on the market. It was he who recognized several suspicious items 
in the 1978 ANA auction catalog and brought them to the auctioneers’ 


attention. 
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Electrotypes and 
Cast Counterfeits 


This month’s column takes a look 
at electrotypes and techniques of 
producing cast counterfeits. While 
electrotypes are not created using 
the casting method, they resem- 
ble cast counterfeits more closely 
than die-struck counterfeits or al- 
tered specimens. 

Improved materials, equipment 
and methodology can make modern 
fakes very deceptive. Some of the 
best examples of cast counterfeits 
that have appeared in recent vears 
imitate early United States silver 
coins. (A very convincing cast coun- 
terfeit 1796 half dollar was reported 
in the October 1986 issue of The 
Numismatist.) The average numis- 
matist’s best defense against these 
spurious pieces is a scale; specific 
gravity determinations for genuine 
coins; and a knowledge of the char- 


acteristics of cast coins. 





Electrotypes generally exhibit a slight 
loss of detail. The date on this electro- 


type of an 1838 Gobrecht dollar is not 
as sharp as that on a genuine coin. 


D ECE I Basak 





Electrotypes usually have a seam along 
the edge where the obverse and re- 
verse are soldered together. Here plat- 
ing has been scraped away (right) to 
reveal the copper shell and the com- 
pound used to conceal the seam. 


Electrotypes 

This kind of counterfeit commonly 
is produced for museums, as it 1s not 
highly deceptive and provides an in- 
expensive copy of a rare or unique 
piece for display purposes. The 
process begins by pressing one side 
of a genuine coin into a soft mate- 
rial, such as wax. The resulting mold 
of the image is coated with a fine, 
metal powder, connected to the neg- 
ative end of a source of electric cur- 
rent, and suspended in an electro- 
plating solution, producing a thin 
layer of metal on the mold. The wax 
is then melted away, leaving a metal 
shell with a ragged perimeter. The 
same procedure is used for the other 
side of the coin. 

The two “pie pan” images of the 
obverse and reverse are filled with a 
metal compound, often an alloy of 
lead, zinc and tin. (This compound 
melts at a lower temperature than 
the electroplate shell and does not 
harm it.) The filled shells then are 
trimmed of excess material and sol- 
dered together; theédges ‘are 
smoothed to hide evidence of the 
seam. Because of the edge work in- 
volved, usually smooth-edged coins 
(such as colonials, and half-, 1- and 
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20-cent pieces) are copied using the 
electrotype method. 

Diagnostics of electrotypes in- 
clude an edge seam, unusual texture 
and color, lack of edge detail and/or 
evidence of edge filing. When tapped, 
genuine, “strike hardened” coins 
resonate consistent tonal qualities, 
whereas cast coins emit a dull sound. 


Vacuum Castings 

Counterfeits produced by the vac- 
uum casting method are of the high- 
est quality. The process begins with 
the manufacture of a highly detailed 
mold, often of ceramic material. The 
mold includes two openings, one to 
accommodate a vacuum tube and the 
other to accept a pressurized injec- 
tion of molten metal. The suction 
from the vacuum and the rapid in- 
flux of metal eliminate casting bub- 
bles and force the molten material 
into the details of the mold. If ex- 
pertly done, this process produces a 
very deceptive counterfeit. 


Centrifugal Castings 
This process is much like vacuum 
casting in that metal is forced 
quickly into a mold under pressure. 
However, in this case, the pressure is 
exerted by centrifugal force. 

A reservoir is positioned in the 
center of a basin on top of a spindle. 
A tube connects the reservoir to the 





To conceal evidence of casting ports, 
counterfeiters often embellish the reed- 
ing on the edges of cast reproductions. 
Note the tooled reeds at the right. 


144] 








The casting process can create bubbles (left) and pits on the counterfeit piece. 


mold. Metal is heated to a molten 
state in the reservoir, which then 
is rotated rapidly, forcing the lique- 
fied metal through the tube and into 
the mold. 

Counterfeits produced in this 
fashion generally replicate the detail 
of the mold, but their surfaces usu- 
ally show more bubbles than those 
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to do business with 
a member of the 
Professional Numismatists Guild, Inc. 
The PNG has stood for 
KNOWLEDGE, INTEGRITY & 
RESPONSIBILITY 


since 1955. 


A directory of PNG members is available at no 


charge by contacting: 


You re Invited 


manufactured by the vacuum proc- 
ess. As a rule, cast counterfeits have 
a lower specific gravity, lighter 
weight and slightly smaller diameter 
than the genuine articles. Fine detail 
may be lost, and casting ports may 
be evident on the edge. As with elec- 
trotypes, cast counterfeits may not 
have the “ring” of authentic coins. 
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Gentlemen! 
a good holder for our coins and currency. 


Lost Wax Process 

The “lost wax” technique is an an- 
cient method of casting that pro- 
duces a reasonable facsimile of the 
original item. A wax copy of the item 
is enclosed in plaster, with two or 
more tubes protruding to create 
casting ports. When the plaster 
mold dries, the tubes are removed, 
and the entire assembly is heated un- 
til the wax melts and can be poured 
out. This leaves an evacuated plaster 
mold that can be filled with molten 
metal, cooled and broken apart to 
extract the cast image. 

Suspect coins should be submitted 
to the ANA Authentication Bureau 
for evaluation. For further informa- 
tion, contact ANA Collector Serv- 
ices, telephone 719/632-2646 (ext. 
116), fax 719/634-4085 or E-mail 
anamus@money.org. ° 


What this nation needs is 


Sir! May | suggest 
Capital Collectors Plastics. 
Ask any collector or dealer. 
Send $1 for their catalog. 


www.capitalplastics.com 


Robert Brueggeman 
PNG Executive Director 
3950 Concordia Lane, Fallbrook, CA 92028 
Tel. (760) 728-1300 * Fax (760) 728-8507 
email: info@pngdealers.com 
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New Definitions 


; | read with interest the article titled 
y Eric P. Newman (The Numismatist, 
Newman’s definition of a numismatic 
tion in part. 


“Superb Numismatic Forgeries are Upon Us,” 
April 1979). | was especially interested in Mr. 
forgery, but, | can only agree with his defini- 


| . . - . 
hice pisces and other items of numismatic fakery for 
, and would like to see the ANA take the | i izi 
a like e the lead in standardizing the 
minology used in the descriptions of such items. With help from our sister hoRby 
: , 
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philately, | would like to suggest that the ANA adopt and promote the following 
terms to be used when describing any spurious numismatic items. 

Bogus: A bogus coin is a complete impostor, made only to deceive collectors. It 
has never existed in genuine form. For example, coins made for a country that has 
never existed or for an existing country that has no coinage system or coins made to 
represent a country that did exist, but did not have the coin or the monetary unit that 
the coin purports to be. A fantasy coin. 

Counterfeit: Coins that have been unofficially and fraudulently imitated and 
copied with the view of their being passed off as genuine. They are frequently 
referred to as forgeries. 

Facsimile: A likeness of or an imitation of a genuine coin, sometimes differing 
quite obviously from the original, openly described as such (unlike a forgery) and 
made with no intent to deceive or defraud. 3 

Fake: A genuine coin that has been altered or repaired so as to make it appear what 
it is not, with the intent to deceive collectors. 

Forgery: A fraudulent imitation of a genuine coin. There are two major types of 
forgeries, those made to pass as Current money and those made to deceive 
collectors. 

Spurious: Description applied to any coin which is not genuine. Any forgery, fake 
or bogus coin is a ‘spurious coin.” 

Donald M. Etzel 


Real Numismatists 


| think it is about time us “real” numismatists started cracking down on counter- 

feiters. With the demand for rare coins at an all-time high and with prices escalating 
at such a rapid pace, this, in turn, has led more and more inexperienced coin buyers 
into the field. This is all paving the way towards one thing — an ideal situation for 
counterfeit coins to enter the marketplace. Please, whether you’re a collector or a 
dealer, do not sell these coins; contact a ‘real’ numismatist immediately. 

Mike Pavlish 

J-76920 


